
By Mayor Tim DeGeeter�

Parma is full of success stories.�

You can see it in our new business development, the 

strength of our neighborhoods, the community’s 

reputa�on as a safe city and the infrastructure 

improvements made over the last year.�

All of us � Parma’s council members and citywide 

officials, as well as local organiza�ons and individuals � 

are working together to move Parma forward.�

We are proud of our city, the people who reside here and 

how we work together to make Parma a great place to 

live and work. Every day, we are building one success 

story a#er another in Ohio’s seventh�largest city.�

The GM Parma Metal Center remains strong. University 

Hospitals and MetroHealth are spending millions in our 

community’s two hospitals.�

Meanwhile, Pi+ Ohio this year expects to complete 

construc�on of its trucking terminal and will employ 

more than 200 workers, marking our largest job�crea�on 

project in more than a decade.�

We are home to GES�AGM, a graphite fabrica�on facility, 

expanding its business and inves�ng heavily in new 

products and technology to grow even more.�

Beyond working with the city’s businesses, Parma has 

invested millions to fix streets and infrastructure, 

including this year’s more than $2 million resurfacing of 

Broadview Road, as well as the excava�on project at 

Bonnie Banks Deten�on Basin near Stormes Drive. �

In addi�on to our infrastructure improvements, another 

success story is the rebounding of Parma’s home values 

a#er the Great Recession. At our lowest point in 2015, 

the median sales price was $85,000. Our housing values, 

however, have recovered, and there is now a high 

demand for Parma homes. Since 2017, the median sales 

price is up 11.6 percent to about $120,400.�

One reason for our strong housing market rests in our 

city’s reputa�on as a safe city � a reputa�on built on the 

hard work of our police officers and firefighters. Our 

residents also play an essen�al role in helping our safety 

forces protect the community’s neighborhoods.�

During my State of the City speech in February, I 

highlighted the efforts of 4�year�old Lucas �

Spring 2019 

Success stories abound throughout Parma�

(con�nued to page 2)�

This year, Cuyahoga Community College’s Western Campus 

hosted the State of the City.�
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To understand 

Parma’s finances, 

it is important to 

understand fund 

accounting, which 

is the accounting 

system that 

government 

agencies use. 

A fund is an accounting entity with a self

-balancing set of accounts, recording 

revenue and resources, along with 

liabilities and balances that are 

segregated. 

Funds are segregated for the purpose of 

carrying restrictions and limitations. 

Basically, a fund is a way to separate 

money to track it, thus making sure it is 

being used for its intended purpose.  

There are three categories of funds: 

 

1. Governmental: These funds include 

general, special revenue, debt service, 

capital project and permanent funds. 

The general fund is the main operating 

fund that is used to account for the 

ordinary operations that are financed 

from taxes and other general revenues. 

Special revenue funds are used to 

account for the proceeds of a specific 

revenue source such as a fire levy. 

Debt service funds are used to account 

for financial resources to make debt 

payments. 

Capital project funds are used for the 

purchase or construction of capital 

assets. 

Permanent funds are used for financial 

resources legally restricted, meaning 

only the earnings and not the principal 

can be used for public purposes. 

2. Proprietary: These funds follow 

guidelines that are similar to 

commercial business entities. There are 

two types of proprietary funds. 

First, is the enterprise fund for activities 

in which goods or services are provided 

to the public for a fee such as a public 

golf course. 

Second, is the internal service fund that 

provides goods or services to 

departments or agencies of the same 

government or to other governments on 

a cost-reimbursement basis. 

3. Fiduciary: These funds are used to 

report assets that are held in an agency 

or trustee capacity for an external party.  

Fiduciary funds consist of an agency 

fund and three types of trust funds: 

investment, pension and private-

purpose trusts.   
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Success stories�

(con�nued from page 1)�

Woronischtsche. Lucas became the city’s youngest Ci�zen of the Month in 

January for his support of the police department’s K9 Unit, including 

providing the dogs with Christmas presents.�

He also provided the most lighthearted moment of the speech in The 

Galleria at Cuyahoga Community College’s Western Campus. Seated in a 

crowd of more than 100 people, Lucas smiled as I told the audience about 

his story. Behind the row of chairs in the back, Police Officer Bobby Jackson 

was standing next to K9 Dexter.�

When I finished talking about Lucas, I suggested he visit Dexter. Lucas took 

me up on the offer and le# his seat to play with his canine friend rather than 

sit through the rest of the speech. I told the audience I would have done the 

same thing.�

Lucas is one of the many reasons I am op�mis�c about our city. �

This young man is an example of what truly makes a success story � the 

people who live in our city. ■ �

I recognized Officer Bobby Jackson, K9 

Dexter and Lucas at State of the City.�

Brian Day�
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Ward 2 � Debbie Lime �

Spring is finally here!�

Mark your calendars for all the won-

derful upcoming events.�

First is the Polish Cons tu on Day 

Weekend. On Sunday, May 5, the 

71st

  

annual Polish Cons tu on Day 

Grand Parade begins at 2 p.m. on 

Ridge Road at the Parma Circle and heads north to Unity 

Catholic Credit Union at Ridge Road and Snow Road for the 

parade a-er�party. There will be food, dancing and a 

whole lot of fun.�

June 13 through June 15 will be the sixth annual Ward 2 

Garage Sale.�Come shop and meet your neighbors.�

July 10 through July 14 is the St. Charles Carnival, which 

received the Best of Parma Award in the category “Best 

Summer Fun.”�

Finally, on Aug. 6

 

at 6:30 p.m., we will host our Na onal 

Night Out Social & Safety Evening at Renwood Elementary 

School parking lot. Bring your lawn chairs. Come celebrate 

the safety of our community.�

I hope to see you throughout the warm weather months 

and at these events.�If you need to reach me, call me at 

440�845�1714 or at limeward2@gmail.com. As always, it is 

a pleasure to serve you. �

Ward 3 � Mark Casselberry�

Late last year, I 

sent a newsleAer 

celebra ng the 

new playground 

equipment at 

Ries Park.�

This year, 

through a part-

nership with 

Parma Schools 

Voca onal Carpentry Class, we will be 

rebuilding the playground’s pavilion. We 

will also add new benches and tables. 

The grand opening for the park and pavil-

ion is 10 a.m., Saturday, June 1.�

I have also scheduled another Ward 3 

Safety Mee ng at 6 p.m., Tuesday, July 

30 in the new pavilion. We will have 

presenta ons featuring Parma police and 

fire departments, as well as safety  ps 

from the safety and law directors. I hope 

to see you and your family at both 

events. More informa on will be availa-

ble as these dates draw near. �

I have enjoyed geFng to know the resi-

dents and small business owners in the 

neighborhood throughout the years. Last 

month, I had the honor of personally 

presen ng the Best of Parma Award to 

two local businesses. State Meats won 

“Best Ukrainian Food,” and Tradesman 

Tavern won “Best Pa o.” I encourage 

you to patronize these establishments, 

as well as the many other small business-

es in Ward 3.�

It is always a pleasure to serve as your 

councilman. If I can assist you, call me at 

440�842�6710 or email me at�

mcasselberry@cityofparma�oh.gov.�

For more updates, follow me on Face-

book at Mark Casselberry Parma City 

Councilman Ward 3.�

Ward 1 � Vito Dipierro�

I wish everyone good health and 

happiness in 2019. Parma con nues to 

be a great place to live, work and raise a 

family, and I am proud to live here and 

serve our community.�

Contact me if you need assistance or 

have ideas for the ward or city. Want to 

get involved with community service projects or just say hello? 

Call me. I enjoy connec ng with all the Ward 1 residents. I hope 

to see you at this year’s sixth annual Ward 1 Safety Mee ng. 

PiA Ohio has agreed to host at its new facility on Chevy 

Boulevard. I will update you as soon as a date is confirmed. �

The inaugural 2018 Parma Fall Food Drive and Document 

Shredding Event raised nearly $1,300 and received 1,225 

pounds of donated food in just a few hours. Thank you to all 

the residents and vendors that par cipated to make it a 

successful fundraiser, which benefits our neighbors who need it 

the most. A special thanks to co�sponsors, Law Director Tim 

Dobeck and Parma Armory Owner Robert Euerle, as well as 

event partners, SoZa Fitness Owner Dk Jones and Parma Young 

Professionals President Jackie Baraone. We will be planning the 

2019 event in the next few months.�

If you want to volunteer or sponsor the event, contact me. To 

reach me, call 216�215�8877 or email me at 

ParmaWard1@gmail.com. For the latest news about Ward 1, 

follow me on Facebook @CouncilmanDipierro.�
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Save the Date: ��������	�
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Michael A. Ries Park & Playground Renovation Dedication 

5000 Forestwood Drive  

10 a.m., Saturday, June 1 
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Ward 4 � Kris�n Saban�

I enjoy con nuing our ward’s tradi ons 

started during my three years on council.�

On March 28, I again spearheaded the 

second annual Water Summit. This 

project became important to me a-er 

the storm on June 30, 2017. I con nue to 

look to our partners on updates of 

projects completed, along with informa on about future 

projects that address flooding .�

Be sure to mark your calendars for the following :�

For the second  me, I will host and provide summer snacks at 

the Ward 4 Safety Mee ng in my front yard at 2513 Brookview 

Blvd., 6 to 8 p.m., Tuesday, June 25. This is an opportunity to 

hear from our safety forces, see our safety vehicles and have 

our children fingerprinted for free iden fica on kits. �

The fourth annual Ward 4 Garage Sale is Thursday, Aug. 8 

through Saturday, Aug. 10. Look for addi onal informa on at 

your doors in June and July. Or, follow Facebook 

@ParmaBroadviewCommunityGarageSale.�

Come to the third annual Quarry District Picnic, 1 to 4 p.m., 

Sunday, Sept. 22 at Keystone Pavilion in the West Creek 

Reserva on, hosted with our Ward 9 neighbors. Ward 9 

Councilman Roy Jech, State Rep. Jeff Crossman and I are 

sponsoring this event. It is free to residents. �

Finally, we get to watch 

firsthand the exci ng 

transforma on occurring this 

year at Midtown Plaza. I am 

looking forward to the day 

when we celebrate its 

comple on.�

Reach out to me any me at 

216�398�1770 or email me at 

ksaban@cityofparma�oh.gov. 

Follow me on Facebook 

@Kris nSabanforParmaWard4.�

Ward 6 � Larry Napoli �

If you reside in Ward 6 and have 

ques ons, concerns or informa on you 

want to share about your neighborhood, 

call me at 440�845�4547 or email me at 

deblaryn@aol.com. �

Working together, we can make a 

posi ve impact in our neighborhoods.�

Ward 5 � Allan Divis�

Children will soon be on summer 

vaca on. With daylight eventually 

extending un l 9 p.m., kids will be 

riding bikes, playing ball and 

staying outside longer. We all need 

to be more cau ous while driving in 

and out of our neighborhoods.�

When warm weather arrives, the 

summer celebra ons and outdoor ac vi es resume.�

Stearns Homestead will reopen on Wednesday, May 22. 

The only working farm in the city has 48 acres, farm 

animals, a country store�and farmer’s market. Produce can 

be purchased throughout the summer and fall. For more 

informa on, visit www.stearnshomestead.com.�

A couple of our local churches in Ward 5 are hos ng 

summer fes vals.�

St. Anthony of Padua will celebrate its 60th anniversary, 

Wednesday, June 5

 

through Sunday, June 9. The parish will 

feature live bands, a beer garden, children’s rides and 

plenty of food.�

Holy Family will celebrate its 15th annual Parish Fes val, 

Wednesday, July 31 through Sunday, Aug. 4. There will be 

nightly entertainment, delicious food and fireworks.�

The Fourth of July Parade returns this summer. The 

patrio c parade will start at Snow Road and Ridge Road 

and end at The Shoppes at Parma. This is a wonderful 

tradi on and example of Parma pride.�

Ward 5 residents will soon see me walking through the 

neighborhoods delivering my spring newsleAer to 

households. I will also be hos ng a Ward 5 Safety Mee ng 

again this summer. Look for the safety mee ng’s date,  me 

and loca on on the City of Parma’s Facebook page. ��

In the mean me, if you have ques ons or concerns, call me 

at 440�888�7213�or e�mail me at allandivis@yahoo.com.�

I enjoy hearing from residents.�

������	����������

Second annual Water Summit 

addresses storm water issues.�

Pearl Road Construction 

Repaving and repairing Pearl Road from Snow Road to 

Brookpark Road is expected to start in 2021. The $1.35 

million project is part of improving Pearl Road within the 

city. “We’re aggressively seeking funds to offset our 

portion of these future construction costs,” 

Parma Mayor Tim DeGeeter said. “This is a proactive 

and cost-effective approach to fixing our roads.” 
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�

Ward 7 � Brian Broche( �

Now that the weather is warmer, our youngest 

residents will be playing outside. Also, school�

children will be done with classes soon. Look for 

children, and watch your speed when driving.�

When hos ng a gradua on party, holiday 

gathering or celebra on that stretches into the 

night, be considerate of your neighbors if you are 

outside late. Limit the loud music and try to avoid excessive smoke 

from your outdoor fire pit.�

Make sure you watch your pets.�Keep dogs on leashes, and do not let 

your cats roam.�Pick up a-er your pets on walks, and do not let waste 

accumulate on your property.�Also, do not feed the deer or other 

wildlife because this prac ce can become a nuisance to your neighbors.�

Have a great summer and make  me to enjoy one of the many 

fes vals, recrea on programs or events the city hosts or sponsors. If I 

can assist you, call me at home at 440�345�5239 or the council office at 

440�885�8091. You can also email me at bbrocheF@cityofparma�

oh.gov or parmaward7@gmail.com.  �

Ward 8 � Dennis Kish�

Contact me at 440�885�8091 or 

dkish@cityofparma�oh.gov if 

you have questions or con-

cerns about Ward 8.�

Let’s work together to keep 

our neighborhoods aArac ve, 

friendly and safe.�

������	����������

THIS SPACE IS

 4-E-5-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1537

 AC and HVAC
 Spring Tune Ups
 Rehab/Remodeling for Spring!

216-220-4527
FREE Estimate

– LICENSED LEAD ABATEMENT –
HVAC Emergency Services
www.ghsohio.com 6935 York Road | Parma Heights, OH 44130 | 833-615-1243

www.valleyyorkapartments.com6935 York Road | Parma Heights, OH 44130 | 833-615-1243
www.valleyyorkapartments.com

6935 York Road | Parma Heights, OH 44130 | 833-615-1243
www.valleyyorkapartments.com

Jayne Pandy to place an ad today! 
JPandy@lpiseniors.com or (800) 477-4574 x6401 
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Ward 9 � Roy Jech�

I have returned to city council and am 

honored to hold this posi on again.�

I have been walking in the 

neighborhoods and have had many 

interes ng conversa ons with Ward 9 

residents.�I hope to address 

everyone’s concerns in a  mely 

manner, along with crea ng more func ons that can bring 

neighborhoods closer together. When we are watchful 

neighbors, we keep our community safe and that helps retain 

our property values.��

This year, I will be crea ng more space for Veterans Memorial 

commemora ve bricks at Veterans Park on State Road. Forms 

are available at the Recrea on Department. Each engraved 

brick is $20. The Veterans Memorial Fund will be covering $5 

per brick to keep the cost down.�

Save the date for the annual Ukrainian Parade on Saturday, 

Aug. 24. Step off is at 11 a.m. at State Road and Grantwood 

Drive. The parade ends at St. Josaphat Cathedral, and the 

celebra on con nues with a fes val at the church. This year 

marks Ukrainian Village’s 10th anniversary.�

Please note that the new Baba’s Food Pantry gives away fresh 

produce for residents in need the first Tuesday of every month, 

4 to 7 p.m. at State Road and Grantwood Drive.�

I can be reached at 216�272�6418 or rjech@cityofparma�

oh.gov. Also, follow me on Facebook @RoyJech.�

������	����������

Ridge Road Construction 

In early 2020, the Ohio Department of 

Transportation is expected to repair and 

repave Ridge Road from Pleasant Valley 

Road to Pearl Road. 

The $4.5 million road construction project 

has an 80/20 match between the state and 

city. The city has applied for Ohio Public 

Works Commission funds for part of its 

share, $1.55 million. 

“We’re also trying to attract funding to 

repave Ridge Road from Pearl to Brookpark 

roads,” Mayor Tim DeGeeter said. “Timing 

for construction is always dependent on 

when funding becomes available.” 

 4-E-5-5  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-1537

Cox Communications continues to 
have a positive relationship with the 
City of Parma. Connect2Compete 
is a home internet service afforded 
to families on Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families (TANF), 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP), living in Public 
Housing, or have children in grades 
K-12 on the Free or Reduce Lunch 
Program. If approved and enrolled 
in the program you will be eligible 
to win a Google Chromebook 
laptop. After enrolling contact 
Communications Specialist, La’Var 
Howell at 216-535-3358 or 
lavar.howell@cox.com.

Smart Tools
for School

If your child qualifies for free or reduced
school lunches, you could qualify for

discounted home Internet service.

 No Deposits
 No Contracts
 No Installation Fees
 No Modem Rental Fees

*Restrictions apply. Call 855-222-3252 or visit 
Connect2Compete.org/cox for complete offer details.

C O X  H I G H  S P E E D

I N T E R N E T™

$995
PER MONTH FOR

QUALIFIED FAMILIES

Save on insurance of all forms
Auto • Home • Renters

Boats • RVs • Commercial

• President, Chuck Germana
• Joe Germana
• Paul Germana
• Bob Durante
• Ivan Voytovych
• Randall Woodland

Call 440-882-2000
or click www.fourstarinsurance.com
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�

Running is my passion, and nine years 

ago, I combined my love for running, 

pierogies and giving back to the 

community by crea ng one of Parma’s 

signature summer events � Perla’s 

Pierogies Parma Run�Walk for Pierogies.�

Sponsored by University Hospitals 

Parma Medical Center and Cuyahoga 

Community College, the 5K is 8:30 a.m., 

July 6 at Tri�C’s Western Campus, 11000 

Pleasant Valley Road, Parma.�

Last year, about 800 people of all ages par cipated. 

Par cipants may run the 5K (3.1 miles) or walk the one�mile 

course. Pre�registra on is $25 ($15 for ages 11 and under) and 

can be completed online at www.hermescleveland.com/

roadracing. Registra on is $30 the day of the race. Par cipants 

can also e�mail pierogie5K@gmail.com or call me at 440�885�

8091 for a mail�in registra on form and sponsorship 

opportuni es.�

Tri�C’s Western Campus provides a flat, picturesque course, 

making it aArac ve to first� me or veteran runners. Each 

runner who places in the top three spots of one of several age 

groups wins a signature pierogie necklace award. The first 600 

par cipants who pre�register are each guaranteed to receive 

our famous Parma Run�Walk for Pierogies T�shirt.�

A-er comple ng the course, par cipants can enjoy ea ng 

award�winning Perla’s Pierogies, served by David and Daniel 

Serban. Free beverages and snacks will also be available a-er 

the race, as well as plenty of door prizes.�

Proceeds from the 5K will benefit local chari es, including 

Parma Boy Scout Troop 221, Parma Senior High School hockey, 

Parma Charitable Fund, Tri�C’s Gap Scholarship and the 

Kathleen Cochrane�DePiero Studio Fund.�

For details, find us on Facebook and TwiAer @Pierogie5K. �

������	������
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Lace up your sneakers for Run�Walk for Pierogies �

For the love of pierogies, the Run�Walk for Pierogies a�racts par�ci-

pants from all over.�

Cuyahoga 

County Council-

man Scott Tuma 

is an avid sup-

porter of Cuya-

hoga County’s 

Community 

Development 

Supplemental 

Grant (CDSG) 

program. 

This highly competitive program has 

provided grant support to community-

based projects throughout Cuyahoga 

County in an effort to maintain vitality 

and economic stability of communities 

through regional collaboration. 

The City of Parma was awarded 

$50,000 for the Ukrainian Village and 

Polish Village Streetscape Improve-

ments Project (Phase II), which will im-

prove the infrastructure and beautifica-

tion of Ukrainian and Polish villages. 

This award, along with the city’s block 

grant funding, has helped to make 

needed infrastructure improvements 

that would not have been possible due 

to state budget cuts. 

“Casino funds will assist Parma by mak-

ing its vision for a safer and more acces-

sible Ukrainian Village and Polish Village 

a reality. I am proud to support this long-

term, community-based project in our 

great city,” Tuma said. 

Cuyahoga County Council approved 

CDSG in June 2016. Annually, the coun-

cil allocates $1 million from the Casino 

Revenue Fund to support community-

based development projects throughout 

all county municipalities. 

Grant applications are open to all 59 

communities within the county and 501

(c)(3) community development corpora-

tions. The county’s Department of De-

velopment evaluates the applications 

and then makes recommendations to 

council for approval. Each grant award 

is limited to $50,000. 

Sean Brennan�

�������������	�����������������������

Sco1 Tuma�
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Email scams have 

become more 

sophis�cated, and 

older Americans 

are o�en the 

targets. About 

$2.6 billion is 

stolen from senior 

ci�zens each year 

through email 

scams, according to MetLife Study of 

Elder Financial Abuse.�

The Cuyahoga County Department of 

Consumer Affairs advises residents to 

be aware of the following email scams:�

Grandparent Scam�

The third�party sender poses as a 

grandchild who is reques�ng money 

through a wire transfer to pay for�

an “emergency.”�

What to do? Call a family member first 

to verify if there is an emergency 

before sending money.�

Sweepstakes Scam�

This email claims you won a prize and 

must click on a link to claim it. The link 

most likely will contain computer 

programs, such as malware or 

ransomware, which will steal your 

informa�on and may leave you 

vulnerable to iden�ty the�.�

What to do? Do not open unfamiliar 

emails or click on suspicious links. 

Remember, if it sounds too good to be 

true, it probably is a scam.�

Phony Charity�

A third party poses as a charity to 

collect funds for personal use.�

What to do? Confirm the party is 

registered as an official reputable 

charity before making a dona�on.�

Free Meal Solicita�on�

This is the proverbial free lunch, but 

there are likely strings a1ached.�

What to do? The best way to avoid this 

scam is to inves�gate the company 

offering the free meal solicita�on.�

Fake Debt Collec�on�

This email sender tries to scare you into 

revealing non�public financial 

informa�on such as bank account 

numbers, rou�ng numbers, credit card 

informa�on or debit card informa�on. 

The sender may threaten arrest, 

shu2ng off access to your financial 

accounts or foreclosure on your home.�

What to do? Look up the company’s 

name and informa�on. Do not provide 

any financial informa�on un�l you 

confirm that the company is legi�mate, 

and the debt is real.�

Health Care Scams�

The third�party sender poses as a 

Medicaid, Medicare or Social Security 

official or pretends to be a medical 

services representa�ve.�

What to do? Do not give away your 

informa�on unless you can verify the 

third party is the person he or she 

claims to be. The email message should 

be sent from an official government 

email. Call first to see if that agency is 

really trying to reach you.�

In general, do not click on suspicious 

emails or links. Telltale signs of email 

fraud are numerous misspellings, an 

email address you do not recognize or a 

topic the sender would be unlikely to 

discuss, for example, a grandchild 

wri�ng about a new home investment 

if that child is an adolescent. A link is 

ques�onable if it seems out of place or 

if you do not recognize the website. �

If you encounter an email scam, report 

it to Cuyahoga County Department of 

Consumer Affairs online at 

www.consumeraffairs.cuyahogacounty.

us or call 216�443�7035. You can also 

contact the Ohio A1orney General’s 

Office online at www.OhioProtects.org 

or call 1�800�282�0515. �

FirstEnergy Solutions (FES), the unregulated subsidiary of 

FirstEnergy Corp. and current supplier to the City of Parma 

Electric Aggregation Program, cancelled the sale of its retail 

electric business to Constellation. The company stated it 

made this decision “to maximize the value of the business 

for the benefit of all stakeholders.” 

In 2018, FES filed for Chapter 11 Bankruptcy and agreed to 

sell its retail business to Constellation. This past December, 

however, FES exercised its option to terminate the 

Constellation deal. The company will continue to honor all 

contracts, including Parma’s Aggregation Program. 

As FES works through its restructuring process, the company 

plans to emerge from bankruptcy as a new company this 

year. FES is assuring its customers that nothing will change 

with supply contracts, and business will continue as usual. 

For more information about the Electric Aggregation 

Program, residents should call FES at 1-866-636-3749.  

�����������
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Beware of email scams designed to drain your savings �

Tim Dobeck�
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It is sometimes 

difficult to 

comprehend the 

relationship 

between the 

various layers of 

government and 

how they impact 

Parma residents. 

As a former 

Parma city councilman, I saw firsthand 

how state cuts hampered the city’s 

ability to deliver services. As Parma’s 

state representative, I vowed to make 

changes in Columbus to help the city. In 

the few months I have been travelling to 

Columbus, we were able to get results. 

Every two years, the state’s 

transportation budget is negotiated and 

voted on. This year, Gov. Mike DeWine 

advocated for a steep increase in the 

state’s gas tax to cover funding for the 

Ohio Department of Transportation. We 

pushed back in the legislature, lowered 

the gas tax rate and still delivered more 

funds to local government than in 

previous years. 

Representatives advocated for more 

public transportation funding to prevent 

local fare increases and route cuts, 

while also increasing funds for local 

road repairs. As a result, Parma will 

receive $3.2 million in additional 

funding over the next two state fiscal 

years to help pay for roads and other 

infrastructure projects.   

After passing the transportation budget, 

the legislature has turned its attention 

to the state’s operating budget. I will 

continue to advocate for increases in 

the Local Government Fund, which 

former Gov. John Kasich drastically cut. 

These cuts and other changes have hurt 

Ohio cities, including Parma, which has 

lost about $31.5 million since 2009.  

Now that the state is able to balance its 

budget without these funds, there is a 

need to correct this problem. I have co-

sponsored legislation that will redirect 

funds to local governments so cities 

such as Parma can continue to deliver 

quality services to its residents, 

including better roads and strong safety 

forces. As a Parma resident and 

advocate in Columbus, I will continue to 

work hard to make a positive impact. 

Rep. Jeff Crossman is a Parma 

homeowner on South Park Boulevard. 

He can be contacted at his office at 614

-466-3485 or home at 216-373-6926 

or email at Rep15@ohiohouse.gov. 

Follow Crossman on Facebook 

@CrossmanForOhio and on Twitter 

@jeffacrossman. 
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The City of Parma is repairing catch basins, improving large 

storm water deten on areas and rebuilding water mains as it 

con nues to upgrade the city’s infrastructure.�

This year, the city will invest about $500,000 to replace around 

150 catch basins throughout neighborhoods a-er restoring 117 

of them along its major thoroughfares last year.�

“These are important 

improvements that will rebuild 

our infrastructure and help 

with our storm water 

management and flooding 

issues within the city,” Parma 

Mayor Tim DeGeeter said. 

“This is a major priority for us.”�

Parma has more than 5,000 catch basins. “We have taken a 

fiscally responsible approach to rebuilding our catch basins. 

Every year, we work on these projects as our infrastructure 

ages,” Parma Service Director Brian Higgins said.�

In addi on, the city is improving the capacity of large basins. 

For example, the city partnered with Northeast Ohio Regional 

Sewer District to maintain the Bonnie Banks Deten on Basin 

near Stormes Drive. A-er taking over management of the 

basin, the sewer district last fall began a $634,000 excava on 

project to improve Bonnie Banks.�

“By systema cally aAacking infrastructure projects such as this 

� or the $2 million Chevrolet Deten on Basin project � we are 

confron ng long�term challenges and turning them into 

successes,” DeGeeter said.�

In addi on, the city will receive $2.8 million from the Cleveland 

Water Department to replace water mains, some more than 

100 years old, on Grantwood, Fortune and Brookdale avenues. 

The projects could start as early as next year.�

As part of Cleveland’s Suburban Main Renewal Program, Parma 

will apply for funding twice a year for addi onal investment in 

the city’s water mains, DeGeeter explained.�

“While we have put an emphasis on fixing our roads, it is also 

essen al that we rebuild our aging water infrastructure upon 

which our residents and businesses rely,” DeGeeter said. “This 

is a proac ve approach. We need to fix problems now before 

they become larger challenges later.”�

���������	�
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City con	nues to tackle major water infrastructure projects�

Jeff Crossman�
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Due to the generosity of Cox Communications, the Leader-

ship for Tomorrow field trips continued this year for Parma 

City School District (PCSD) fourth graders. 

Leadership for Tomorrow teaches students about municipal 

government. Cox Communications’ donation of $5,000 fully 

covered the program, which was facing termination due to 

budget cuts. The program encompasses 10 visits from eight 

schools in the district every year. 

Since its creation in 2005, thousands of students have held 

mock council meetings in the council chamber, visited with 

the mayor in his office and listened to presentations from 

judges in a Parma Justice Center courtroom. 

“Leadership for 

Tomorrow gives 

students an inside 

look at the inner 

workings of local 

government and 

the importance of 

civic engage-

ment,” said Rob-

ert Brill, market 

vice president  

for Cox. 

Treasurer Tom Mas-

troianni, Mayor Tim 

DeGeeter and the late 

former Treasurer An-

thony Zielinski devel-

oped the program to 

help young students 

learn how local gov-

ernment works. 

Mastroianni, who acts 

as emcee and tour 

guide for the students 

at City Hall, said, “We 

are grateful for the 

financial support 

from Cox. Parma stu-

dents continue to have the opportunity to learn from commu-

nity leaders about important government functions, gaining 

invaluable exposure about leaders’ roles in shaping munici-

pal programs and processes.” 

PCSD Superintendent Charles Smialek praised the program. 

“Cox’s continued support showcases the positive impact of 

good corporate citizenship and how we can all work together 

to give our students exciting opportunities for advancing their 

learning and awareness of the world around them.” 

������������		
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Mayor Tim DeGeeter poses for a selfie 

with fourth graders visi�ng his office.�

Treasurer Tom Mastroianni explains 

the three branches of government.�

PiA Ohio, a transporta on and logis cs 

company headquartered in PiAsburgh, is 

building a new complex in Parma that will 

bring nearly 200 jobs to the city.�

The 100,000�square�foot trucking termi-

nal on Chevrolet Boulevard will rely heav-

ily on wind energy produced from its 

eight ver cal wind turbines.�

The trucking company’s $3.3 mil-

lion complex will also include solar 

panels to help make the facility 

independent of the energy grid.�

PiA Ohio prides itself on sustaina-

bility. “Any me you have a great 

company like PiA Ohio wan ng to 

locate in your city, you want to partner 

with them on projects of this magnitude, 

and that’s what we’ve done,” Parma 

Mayor Tim DeGeeter said.�

The 100�dock facility is expected to be 

completed in June. Construc on began in 

late 2018.�

PiA Ohio has also talked to city officials 

about suppor ng educa onal ini a ves. 

“They’re talking about partnering with 

the schools regarding STEM educa on. So 

we’re ready to finally get them going; get 

them to Parma. It has taken longer than 

an cipated, but it’s a project that’s finally 

coming around," DeGeeter said.��

Pi� Ohio will have a posi�ve economic and environmental impact �
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The $4.7 million improvement of West 130th Street also 

is scheduled for this summer from Pleasant Valley Road to 

Snow Road. 

Parma will join Parma Heights in a $3.4 million project to 

repair York Road in late spring 2020 from Pleasant Valley 

Road to Pearl Road. 

In addition, the city is part of the multimillion dollar project to 

widen Sprague Road through several communities. 

Construction is expected to begin in Parma from West 130th 

Street to York Road in June 2020. 

“Fixing our roads is a major priority, and we’re doing that in a 

fiscally responsible way by continuing to focus on attracting 

state and federal dollars to offset major local costs,” Parma 

Mayor Tim DeGeeter said. 

���������	
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Ice rink and Splash Pad win ‘Best of Parma’�

State Rep. Jeff Crossman (right) recognized Parma Rec-

rea on Department Director Mickey ViAardi (le-) and 

his staff for winning two Best of Parma categories. The 

Micheal A. Ries Ice Rink won “Best Winter Recrea on,” 

and the Splash Pad won “Best Summer Recrea on.”�
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440-885-8550
6097 State Road - Parma
www.alsautoservice.info
Al Duffy     Marty Surdyk     Scott Duffy

Parma Dental
Dr. Vladimir Belikov

America’s Top Dentist Award 2018

We speak Ukrainian, Polish, Russian
We accept all major insurances including 
Medicaid, Care Source, Buckeye, Molina

Parma Office:
(440) 885-1111

5500 Ridge Rd, Ste 135 • Parma, OH
Highland Hts Office:

(440) 995-9999
6151 Wilson Mills Rd, Ste 250 • Highland Hts, OH

ALL-STAR
ROOFING CO.
216-332-0098

– FREE ESTIMATES –
Seniors and Veterans

Discounts

A+ Rating

www.All-StarRoofingCo.com

Broadview Multi-Care Center
Part of the Legacy Health Services Family

5520 Broadview Rd. • Parma, OH 44134
216-749-4010
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The 18th annual Parma Safety Fair and 

Document Shredding & Food Drive were 

both moved from April to Saturday, May 

11 this year. Another change is the loca-

 on of the document shredding, which 

will be at Parma Senior High School.�

“We changed the date due to the Easter 

calendar,” Safety Director Tom Weinreich 

said. “We relocated the document shred-

ding to reduce traffic conges on. We also 

ordered two shredding trucks this year to 

keep up with the demand.”�

The Document Shredding & Food Drive 

runs 9 a.m. to noon at Parma Senior High, 

6285 West 54

th

 St. Residents are asked to 

show proof of residency. A driver’s li-

cense, gas bill or electric bill are accepta-

ble forms of iden fica on. Residents are 

asked to donate non�perishable food 

items for the Parma Hunger Center, 

which will be on�site collec ng dona ons.�

Residents are not required to stay while 

their confiden al documents are 

being shredded, but they are ex-

pected to secure their documents if 

they leave.�

Community Services Coordinator 

Gloria Wohl said bagged documents 

should be  ed, and boxed docu-

ments should have a lid. “We don’t 

want to risk confiden al documents 

blowing out of the bags or boxes if 

we have a windy day,” Wohl said.�

Paper documents should not be 

bound with rubber bands, paper clips 

or binders. Also, no plas c folders or 

sleeves can be included. "Plas c, rubber 

bands and clips can jam the shredding 

machine,” Wohl explained.�

Gateway Products Recycling will be 

shredding the documents. A grant from 

the Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District 

will cover shredding costs.�

The Safety Fair will be staged at 

the same loca on as last year � 

the Parma Jus ce Center at 5555 

Powers Blvd. The community 

family event runs from 11 a.m. to 

2 p.m. Safety experts will offer 

advice and safety giveaways, in-

cluding bike helmets, smoke 

alarms and gun locks, while sup-

plies last.�

Several ac vi es are planned, 

including fire ex nguisher and 

grease fire demonstra ons; free 

fingerprin ng for children; tours 

of the police sta on, firing range 

and jail; and visits with the K9 

Unit, Metroparks mounted po-

lice, bomb squad and SWAT 

team. Children can climb into fire 

trucks and see police cars and 

motorcycles up close. There will 

also be face pain ng and a climb-

ing wall. New this year will be a 

drone demonstra on.�

The highlight of the Safety Fair is 

University Hospital’s medical heli-

copter landing, weather per-

miFng. A-er it lands, children 

and parents may explore the chopper. 

Also in high demand each year is the as-

sistance that firefighters provide parents 

who want to learn how to properly install 

child safety restraints in their vehicles.�

“The Safety Fair offers a great�venue for 

our community to get to know our de-

partment members, interact with safety 

equipment and learn some valuable safe-

ty  ps, all in a fun, family friendly envi-

ronment,” Fire Chief Michael Lasky said.�

The event is a coopera ve effort of the 

City of Parma, City Council, Fire Depart-

ment, Police Department and K9 Unit. �

Organiza ons represented at the fair in-

clude University Hospitals Parma Medical 

Center; MetroHealth Parma Medical Cen-

ter; Rainbow Babies’ Safe Kids, Safe Com-

muni es; Cleveland Metroparks; Parma 

Animal Shelter; and community groups 

and businesses focused on safety issues 

and products.�

Parma Mayor Tim DeGeeter said the fair 

is educa onal for the whole family. “The 

Safety Fair is a spring event our residents 

look forward to every year. It is a fun way 

for them to learn how to keep themselves 

and their families safe.”�

Admission is free. No registra on is re-

quired. The fair will take place rain or 

shine, although some ac vi es are de-

pendent on the weather.�

Follow us on Facebook @CityofParma to 

view and share the Safety Fair event. �

Safety Fair and Document Shredding scheduled for May 11�
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Family Movie Night is Friday, July 12 at James Day Park. Ad-

mission is free. (The rain date is Saturday, July 13.) 

This year’s feature film is Incredibles 2. The big outdoor 

screen will be located on the soccer fields. Participants 

should bring their own lawn chairs and blankets for seating.  

A concession stand will be open for snacks. 

The movie will start around 9 p.m. Gates open at 7 p.m. For 

those who arrive early, carnival games and corn hole will 

keep families entertained until the movie begins. 

���������	
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Parma and Parma Heights recrea�on departments 

have partnered again this season to host the Summer 

Band Concert Series. Residents from both communi-

�es are invited to a+end all the concerts, which start 

at 6:30 p.m. every Sunday.�

Parma�

Anthony Zielinski Park�

June 16 � Mike Jacobs & The Highlighters�

June 23 � Ronnie Fioren�no�

June 30

 

� Brian Dorr�

July 7

 

� Northcoast Mix�

July 14 � Paradise Sunset�

Parma Heights�

Greenbriar Commons Gazebo�

July 28 � Akron Symphonic Winds�

Aug. 4 � Don Disan�s�

Aug. 11 � The Polka Pirates�

Aug. 18 � It’s Time for a Song�

Aug. 25 � Logan Wells �

�����������������
��������
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Excellent Neighborhood
Shopping Center

Below Market Rent • Only A Few Spaces Remaining

For Leasing Information Contact:
Howard Forman

216-921-5663 and 216-315-5404

SNOWVILLE PLAZA

 www.MichelleWillSell.com 

Michelle Green
440-305-7339

FREE book available to 
people thinking of selling...

#1 
PARMA AGENT

LET US 
PLACE YOUR 

AD HERE.
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Two-minute news segments about po-

lice interactions with citizens or the lat-

est CSI episode do not show the full, 

realistic picture of what daily police 

work entails. 

The Parma Citizen Police Academy, now 

in its 12th year, strives to dispel precon-

ceived notions and bust common myths. 

The academy was started because the 

police were looking for ways to interact 

with the community in a positive and 

productive manner. 

“The course was created to give citizens 

a better understanding of what our offic-

ers do on a daily basis,” said Police 

Chief Joe Bobak. “Topics have included 

information about SWAT operations, the 

bomb and traffic units, the detective 

bureau and general patrol.” 

Lt. Thomas Siedlecki, who oversees the 

course, explained, “The objective is not 

to train individuals in becoming police 

officers but to produce informed citi-

zens. Rather than simply seeing a uni-

form, citizens gain an understanding 

about the person behind the badge.” 

The academy is offered twice each year: 

fall and spring. Police and students 

meet every Tuesday for 10 weeks, 6:30 

to 9:30 p.m. The 2019 spring academy 

began April 23 and will end June 25. 

To participate, a resident must: 

�� Be at least 18 years of age 

�� Have no criminal history, other than 

minor traffic violations 

 

�� Be physically able to participate in 

active class events 

�� Commit to attending 10 weekly 

three-hour sessions 

�� Sign waivers and agreements  

It is not only the citizens who gain from 

the training, Siedlecki noted. “The offic-

ers learn what our community thinks 

about us; how we are perceived through 

their eyes,” he said. “The opportunity to 

explain how and why we operate is so 

helpful. The open dialogue is extremely 

valuable to everyone participating.” 

Since its inception, more than 200 citi-

zens have graduated from the academy. 

Each graduate receives a proclamation 

during a Parma City Council meeting to 

recognize his or her participation. 

“I loved it. I already had a lot of respect 

for the police but seeing how all the 

different departments work gave me a 

whole new understanding,” said Vikki 

McNeeley, a graduate. “I commend  

Lt. Siedlecki and all the presenters for 

organizing this class. It’s a wonderful 

way to reach out to the community and 

an invaluable learning experience. I en-

courage everyone to attend.” 

The next course will begin Sept. 17. Citi-

zens interested in being selected for the 

fall academy, should contact Lt. Sie-

dlecki at 440-887-7329 or email 

tom.siedlecki@parmajustice.net for an 

application. Residents can view a brief 

video about the academy if they search 

for www.cityofparmapolice.com/news/

video.htm. 
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A Ci�zen Police Academy graduate poses with Officer Bob Cur�n for a photo.�

A 10�week course helps residents gain an understanding of police work.�

Training goes beyond the classroom. 

For example, students get exposed to 

the equipment police officers use. �
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Residents are 

invited to watch 

the Cleveland 

Indians take on the 

Detroit Tigers at 

7:05 p.m., 

Tuesday, July 16 

for Parma Night at 

Progressive Field.�

There will be a pre�

game parade on 

the Indians’ field, 

open to all Parma 

children and 

coaches involved 

in Parma rec sports 

who a+end the 

game.�

Perhaps the most exci�ng 

opportunity for those 

a+ending is the Mayor’s First 

Pitch Raffle. Following his own 

tradi�on, Mayor Tim DeGeeter 

is forfei�ng his opportunity to 

throw out the first pitch. 

Instead, he is holding his yearly 

raffle for a child to throw out 

his pitch. This once�in�a�

life�me opportunity is open to 

Parma residents ages 17 or younger who have purchased 

�ckets in advance. The drawing is held a#er �ckets are 

sold out or returned to the Indians, which is about a week 

before the game.�

Tickets will be sold soon, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 

through Friday at Parma Recrea�on, 7335 Ridge Road. 

Tickets are $26 each in the family deck sec�on.�

Buy �ckets for Parma Night at Progressive Field and First Pitch Raffle�

Anthony threw out the first pitch last 

summer during Parma Night.�

Mayor Tim DeGeeter and 

Anthony on the field.�
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Residential • Commercial • Industrial

24-hr Emergency Service
Bonded Insured

Carpet Cleaning • Snow Removal

216-235-7272

www.pernasjanitorialservice.com

PERNA’S
JANITORIAL SERVICES, LLC

DID YOU KNOW?
	 ✓	 1 in 4 seniors will fall this year.*
	 ✓	 Most falls happen on the stairs.
	 ✓	 Acorn Stairlifts has the best
  solution to stay safe on the stairs

*According to the CDC. **Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers 
or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid towards purchase of a NEW 
Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new 
orders. Please mention this ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, 
OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, WA ACORNSI894OB, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 
13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5.

1 -866-290-8164
CALL NOW!

SAVE $250* & RECEIVE
YOUR FREE STAIRLIFT

BUYING GUIDE.



City of Parma�

6611 Ridge Road�

Parma, OH 44129�

These strong women have lived through 17 U.S. presiden al 

administra ons, five wars, the Cold War, the Great Depression, 

moon landings, the Great Recession and other historical 

moments. To recognize their special birthdays, all three 

received visits from elected city officials.�

On Feb. 4, Mayor Tim DeGeeter visited long me resident Helen 

(le-). Seated in her living room surrounded with balloons, 

flowers and loving family members, Helen was presented with 

several city proclama ons recognizing her 100th�birthday.�

On Feb. 17, DeGeeter and Ward 4 Councilwoman Kris n Saban 

went to Mildred’s home to present her with proclama ons. 

Mildred (center) turned 101 on Feb. 12 and s ll resides in the 

same Parma home where she has lived for more than 70 years.�

Finally, on Feb. 22, DeGeeter and Ward 1 Councilman Vito 

Dipierro celebrated JeanneAe’s 100th�birthday with her at 

Parma Senior Village (right). During JeanneAe’s birthday bash, 

DeGeeter and Dipierro presented her with proclama ons.�

 Three women prove you are never too old to celebrate �


