
FACTS ON ISSUE 13 FOR THE MARCH 15TH PRIMARY ELECTION 
 

Why did the cities of Broadview Heights, North Royalton, Parma, Parma Heights, Seven Hills, and 
Strongsville decide to place the deer issue on the ballot? 
 
In the past, our communities have individually approached the problem utilizing various methods but the 
growing deer population remains an issue for our communities, the environment and the overall wellbeing 
of the deer.  It is clear that the management of the deer population is a matter of regional concern which 
must be addressed by a joint program in coordination with the ODNR. 

The communities discussed appropriate collaborative policies, procedures and protocols for effective deer 
population management, both short-term and long-term. As a result of the collaborative discussions, 
legislation for the program will be on the March ballot in all of the communities.   

 

Why is the deer issue on the ballot? 

The communities are seeking residents’ opinion on whether or not to permit a nuisance abatement 
program for the reduction of the white tail deer. If the residents support the program, the communities 
have drafted proposed ordinances, rules and regulations to permit limited and controlled archery hunting 
under the control and supervisor of the community and state.   

 

I thought hunting is prohibited within my community. 

While hunting within the City of Parma is prohibited, the exploding regional deer population 
urgently requires deer management efforts. The white-tailed deer population in urban areas has grown to 
unmanageable numbers with the corresponding financial loss suffered by property owners, in the 
destruction of plants, flowers, trees and other edible landscaping. Additionally, deer/vehicle accidents 
increase annually and threaten the lives and property of all those who travel by vehicle on our streets and 
highways;  
 

Why not let ODNR handle the deer problem? 

Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 1531.02, the ownership of, and the title to, all wild animals in this state, 
including deer, is in the state. The General Assembly granted the Chief of ODNR authority and control in 
all matters pertaining to the protection, preservation, propagation, possession, and management of the 
wild animals including regulatory power. R.C. 1531.08. 

Unfortunately, ODNR’s response to this deer population explosion has been to issue “information” to our 
cities and our residents on non-lethal techniques for addressing deer damage.   

The cities will continue to cooperate with and encourage the ODNR to investigate and establish 
long-term and non-lethal deer management solutions.    

 

 


